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ROME

Early spring in the Eternal City means few crowds at its magnificent museums, c

By INGRID K. WILLIAMS
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Paolo Sorrentino’s mesmerizing film “La f:,__f-: Bt
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Grande Bellezza” (“The Great Beauty™), P
which won an Oscar for best foreign-lan-
guage film in 2014, sparked controversy and
endless conversation about the current
state of the Italian capital. But one fact was
indisputable: Rome, as the film’s seductive
backdrop, was gorgeous. This is true in ev-
ery season, but especially in colder months
when the sumimer flood of tourists ebbs.
From outlying neighborhoods that beckon
wrth new restaurants and bars, to the his-
toric center, where Mr. Sorrentino’s protag-.
onist, Jep, wandered through so many
écenes Rome remains poised to prove that
its heaut}; runs deep.
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One of the most poignant scenes in “La
Grande Bellezza” transpires at the ruins of
the Terme di Caracalla, colossal Roman
baths that date from the third century. Jep’s
twilight encounter with an ﬂlusnry giraffe
amid the spectacular ruins is memorable,
but no tricks are needed to make this often-
overlooked site unforgettable in the light of
day either. The soaring walls of the com-
plex, remarkably well-preserved in parts,
are a terra-cotta-hued skeleton providing
clues to the lost grandeur of this glorified
gym, where amenities ranged from mosaic
* . floors to thermal pools flanked by museum-
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